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A large number of Frenchmen are convinced that
agents of the United States Central Intelligence Agency
played a part in encouraging the recent mutiny by F,""Ch]
gengrals and professional troop units in Algerig;‘ . l

French suspicions .wera kept alive by the French Gov- 1
ernment’s week-long silence, Finally on Friday’ Foreign
Minister Maurice Couve'de Murville expressed confidence |
in United States good? willbut stopped short of any dec. !
laration on the truth ot -falsity of the rumors themselves, ,

Two messages fromgPresident Kennedy to President
de Gaulle, the first _of)fg”r'i_qgiunlimited American support,

the second, warm congratilations on the victory over the
mutineers, and categorical denials of American involve.
ment by responsible United States officials' have failed
sthus far to quell the rimors. _

The origin of the fiffiors is obsdure. They were circu-
lating by word of mouith . on., Saturday, April 22, within
heurs of the outbreak o‘ft\i

He mutiny, They apparently first
/g, in Moscow and subsequently
' ‘cted French newspapers as
Le Monde. Ty e N
Several factors served\t"a;@? ep theri alive, among them
the failure of. responsible Frer_gg:vb'p(figi'al's_to issue a clear-
cut denial. The attention focuseéd on the C; I. Als role in
the Cuban fiasco perhapsx,ggggp{st._ed ithe.agency as a targes,
The fact that former Geperal ,Mg‘_q;'d‘g‘]Challe, leader of the

mutiny, had spent‘a year'.’ih_,a"maj'o‘m%& anti¢ Alliance com-

, mand and shared American displeasuTe over President de
Gaulle’s resistance to NATO orthoag)‘?)""gave the charges
a2 certain surface plausibility. So did"t’ﬁ'_é report that the
“C. I A, was fearful of a Commiinist"take-over in Algeria
if" President de Gaulle carried out his ihtent to give the .
country indepengence.
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